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The  Campaign  for  the  North  Carolina  History  Education  Center 


Congressman  Visits  the  Palace 

U.S.  Rep.  Frank  Ballance,  D-NC,  visited  Try  on  Palace  Aug.  19  to  learn  about 
plans  for  the  new  North  Carolina  History  Education  Center.  Among  those  meeting 
with  the  congressman  were  Tryon  Palace  Director  Kay  P.  Williams,  left,  and 
Sharon  C.  Bryant,  Tryon  Palace's  African  American  outreach  coordinator,  right. 


Tis  the  Season  for  Special  Holiday  Events 


The  Christmas  holiday  season, 
always  among  the  most  special 
times  of  year  at  North  Carolina's  first 
capitol,  promises  to  be  even  more  mem- 
orable in  2003  as  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens  adds  a  number  of  new 
features  to  its  holiday  celebration. 

"Two  Centuries  of  American 
Christmas  Traditions"  is  the  theme  of 
the  Palace's  holiday  celebration, 
which  runs  from  Nov.  26  through  Dec. 
28.  In  addition  to  the  usual  holiday- 
season  extras  visitors  have  come  to 
expect  when  they  visit  Tryon  Palace 
Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  during  the 
holidays  -  from  spectacular  decora- 
tions to  a  month-long  Civil  War 
encampment  on  the  grounds  -  this 
year  visitors  will  find  these  additions 
to  the  holiday  schedule: 

Holiday  Decoration  Walking  Tours 
-  Gardener  Eva  O'Steen  will  lead 
groups  on  outdoor  walking  tours  of 
Tryon  Palace's  buildings  that  focus  on 
the  designs  of  the  holiday  decorations 


for  each  building  and  the  history 
behind  them.  Walking  tours  are 
scheduled  for  Nov.  29,  Dec.  6  and 
Dec.  13. 

Christmas  Marketplace  -  Items 
from  museums  across  North  Carolina 
and  locally  produced  crafts  will  be 
among  the  featured  holiday  gifts  on 
sale  at  this  special  shopping  opportu- 
nity the  weekend  of  Dec.  6  and  7. 

Special  Christmas  Tours  -  Building 
on  the  success  of  its  traditional 
Christmas  candlelight  tours,  this  year 
Tryon  Palace  pulls  out  all  the  stops 
the  two  weekends  before  Christmas  - 
Dec.  13-14  and  Dec.  20-21  -  with  cos- 
tumed characters,  musical  performanc- 
es, African  American  Jonkonnu 
parades  and  more  both  during  the  day 
and  in  the  evening  on  Saturday  and 
again  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

For  the  latest  schedule  of  specific 
holiday  events  as  the  season  nears, 
visit  the  Tryon  Palace  web  site: 
www.tryonpalace.org.  ♦ 
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An  artist's  conception  depicts 
the  regional  history  museum, 
one  of  two  new  museum  spaces 
inside  Tryon  Palace's  planned 
North  Carolina  History 
Education  Center.  Story  on 
Page  4. 
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His  Excellency 

JUST  WHO  IS  THAT  UNDER  GOVERNOR  TRYON'S  POWDERED  WIG? 


EN  Carl  Herko 

You'd  think  Bill  Hand,  the  actor 
who  portrays  Royal  Gov.  William 
Tryon  at  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens,  might  have  acquired  a 
certain  arrogance  after  a  couple  of  years 
on  the  job.  After  all,  he  is  the  one  per- 
son around  whom  everything  revolves 
at  North  Carolina's  first  capitol,  and  a 
good  number  of  the  tens  of  thousands 
who  visit  every  year  would  tell  you  that 
encountering  him  was  the  highlight  of 
their  tour. 

Somehow,  though,  Hand  manages  to 
hang  on  to  the  same  low-key  personal- 
ity, soft  voice,  and  droll  sense  of 
humor  he  first  brought  to  Tryon  Palace 
when  he  joined  the  cast  of  character 
interpreters  back  in  1999. 

The  character  Hand  portrays,  alas,  is 
another  matter:  Gov.  William  Tryon, 
ruler  of  the  colony  of  North  Carolina 
by  appointment  of  His  Majesty,  King 
George  III,  and  builder  of  the  impos- 
ing structure  that  now  bears  his  name, 
an  edifice  known  far  and  wide  as  the 
most  beautiful  building  in  Colonial 
America.  Now  he  can  be  arrogant. 

"People  tend  to  think  he  was  a  little 
cocky  once  in  a  while,  from  what  I've 
read,  and  so  I  try  to  make  him  likably 
cocky,"  Hand  says  of  the  governor. 
"When  you've  got  an  audience  playing 
along,  you  can  almost  -  not  quite,  but 
almost  -  be  mean  to  them.  Almost." 

That's  when  the  fun  begins. 

"Arrogance  is  always  fun,"  he  says. 
"Everybody  wants  to  be  either  the  bad 
guy  or  the  arrogant  character  in  a  play. 
Those  are  always  the  fun  ones  to  do." 

Since  Tryon  Palace  is  a  history 
museum  rather  than  a  theater,  of 
course,  historical  accuracy  is  a  primary 
goal.  So  Hand's  Gov.  Tryon  character 
isn't  merely  a  fictional  creation. 

"I  haven't  simply  pulled  the  character 
out  of  the  air.  It's  based  on  a  lot  of  let- 


ters and  history  I've  read,"  he  explains. 

And  when  Gov.  Tryon  encounters  a 
Tryon  Palace  visitor  -  in  the  Palace 
Council  Chamber,  perhaps,  or  while 
strolling  about  the  gardens  -  Hand 
isn't  reciting  lines  as  much  as  creating 
a  unique  interaction  between  a  visitor 
from  the  present  and  a  historical  figure 
from  the  past. 

"It's  like  improvisational  acting," 
says  Hand,  who  majored  in  both  the- 
ater and  English  literature  at  college  in 
Pennsylvania.  "You  have  a  period  and 
you  have  a  character,  but  you  don't 
know  what  you're  going  to  say.  I  like 
to  call  it  close-up  acting. 

"When  I'm  the  governor,  the  first 
thing  I  do  is  ask  where  everybody's 
from.  You  can  have  a  lot  o(  fun  some- 
times just  with  where  people  are  from. 
For  Virginians  and  South  Carolinians, 
I  always  say  something  about  the  arro- 
gance of  Virginians  and  South 
Carolinians  -  of  course  being  totally 
arrogant  myself  all  the  while." 

Most  people  take  it  well,  he  reports. 
"I've  only  had  one  person  react  with 
horror:  'How  dare  you  talk  that  way'?" 


The  key  to  Gov.  Tryon's  success  is 
Hand's  ability  to  customize  the 
experience  for  each  visitor.  A  youngster 
in  elementary  school,  for  example, 
might  hear  the  governor  inquire  about 
his  studies  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  fencing. 
A  Massachusetts  tourist  may  hear  the 
governor  praise  John  Adams  for  his  loy- 
alty to  the  crown.  It's  that  sort  of  experi- 
ence that  makes  an  encounter  with 
Gov.  Tryon  so  memorable  for  visitors. 
With  his  natural  wit  and  his  improvisa- 
tional experience,  Hand  brings  to  the 
role  exactly  what's  required. 

"We  are  really  lucky  to  have  Bill 
Hand  as  part  of  our  interpretive  team," 


"Everybody  wants  to  be  either  the  bad 
guy  or  the  arrogant  character  in  a  play, 
says  the  man  who  portrays  Gov. 
William  Tryon. 

says  Sara  Kirtland  Spalding,  the  cura- 
tor who  manages  the  character  inter- 
preters for  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites 
6k  Gardens.  "He  is  wonderfully  witty, 
always  willing  to  take  on  new  chal- 
lenges, and  is  genuinely  interested  in 
the  characters  he  portrays." 

Like  a  good  magician,  Hand  won't 
reveal  many  ot  the  secrets  to  his  suc- 
cess when  it  comes  to  interpreting  his- 
torical figures.  He  does  offer  one 
pointer,  however:  If  you're  going  to  get 
something  wrong,  make  it  a  big  one. 

"My  favorite  tirade  to  go  into  is 
when  somebody  asks  me  about  George 
Washington,"  says  Hand.  "By  this  time 
-  1770  -  George  Washington  is  living 
a  very  quiet  life  in  Virginia,  experi- 
menting out  in  his  fields.  He's  quit  the 
army  in  disgust  because  he  couldn't  get 
a  regular  commission.   And  so  I  say 
he's  a  totally  washed-up  man,  and 
you'll  never  hear  from  him  again. 
They  always  enjoy  that. 

"That's  one  of  the  first  tricks  of 
interpreting:  Make  really  bad  guesses 
about  the  future."  4 
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Proud  Past,  Bright  Future 

TRYON  PALACE'S  NEXT  GREAT  PROJECT  AIMS  TO  MAKE  HISTORY  ACCESSIBLE,  RELEVANT,  AND  FUN 


By  Nancy  Mansfield 

The  door  to  the  time  machine 
opens,  and  the  family  enters. 
As  the  door  closes,  the  machine 
lurches  and  the  walls  come  alive  with 
images.  A  jet  roars  off  into  the  horizon. 
A  Packard  purrs  by.  Cityscapes  give  way 
to  farmland,  then  forests.  Horses  and 
carts  carry  strangers  wearing  even 
stranger  clothing.  The  machine  lurches 
again  and  stops.  The  door  opens  on  a 
town  square. 

Welcome  to  New  Bern  in  1820. 
Welcome  to  history  that  you  can  see 
and  touch  and  smell.  Welcome  to  the 
North  Carolina  History  Education 
Center. 

For  the  next  hour,  our  time-traveling 
family  will  encounter  early  19th  century 
American  life  in  the  Pepsi  Family 
Center  of  the  North  Carolina  History 
Education  Center.  The  family  will 
work  as  a  team  on  common  jobs  of 
that  era,  such  as  loading  and  sailing  a 
cargo  ship  or  making  turpentine. 
Through  a  combination  of  sophisticat- 
ed electronic  and  mechanical  devices 
they  will  experience  history  up  close 
and  personal,  learning  what  life  was 
like  when  America  was  young.  And 
they  will  have  fun. 

When  it  comes  online  later  this 
decade,  the  North  Carolina  History 
Education  Center  will  usher  in  the 
next  great  era  in  the  extraordinary 
saga  of  Tryon  Palace.  The  first  era  saw 
the  Palace's  creation  and  service  as  the 
first  capitol  of  the  colony  and  later  the 
state  of  North  Carolina.  In  its  second 
great  era  the  Tryon  Palace  restoration 
became  North  Carolina's  first  great 
public  history  project.  The  next  era 
will  re-engage  21st  century  audiences 
in  the  study  of  history  in  ways  unimag- 
inable to  earlier  innovators. 

The  deplorable  state  of  history  edu- 
cation in  America  today  has  been 


East  Elevation 


North-South  Building  Section 


East-West  Building  Section 


The  facades  of  the  North  Carolina  History  Education  Center  will  blend  in  harmoniously 
with  the  architectural  styles  found  in  New  Bern's  J 9th  century  waterfront  buildings. 


pointed  out  in  such  diverse  arenas  as 
late-night  television  talk  shows  and 
the  White  House.  Examples  abound. 
In  a  recent  survey  of  graduating  high 
school  seniors,  for  example,  less  than 
half  could  identify  America's  allies  or 
our  opponents  in  World  War  II.  In 
another  survey,  almost  two-thirds  of 
adults  questioned  confused  Karl  Marx's 
dogma  with  the  principles  expressed 
by  our  founding  fathers  in  the 
Constitution. 


For  millennia  sages  in  all  cultures 
have  preached  the  critical  impor- 
tance of  understanding  history.  So 


what  has  happened  to  history  educa- 
tion in  America  today?  For  starters, 
there  is  a  great  deal  more  competition 
for  our  discretionary  time  and  money. 
A  visit  to  Tryon  Palace,  or  any  other 
historic  attraction,  has  to  compete 
with  a  trip  to  the  mall  or  slumping  in 
front  of  the  TV,  not  to  mention  the 
allure  of  Walt  Disney  World  and  the 
Super  Bowl. 

The  breakdown  of  families  and  com- 
munities has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  our 
oral  history  tradition,  and  at  the  same 
time  formal  history  education  has  lost 
ground  from  kindergarten  through  col- 
lege. It  is  no  longer  a  central  part  of 
every  student's  curriculum. 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  6k 
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Gardens  represents  two  centuries  of 
history  of  critical  importance  to  North 
Carolina,  our  country,  and  the  world. 
But  we  must  present  these  stories  in 
new  ways  is  we  are  to  re-engage  today's 
world  with  that  of  earlier  times. 

In  the  late  1990s  New  Bern's  Barbour 
Boat  Works  closed  its  doors  forever. 
This  venerable  wooden  boat-building 
company  occupied  a  six-acre  site  on  the 
Trent  River  adjacent  to  the  Palace's 
South  Lawn.  The  contiguous  space 
offered  the  opportunity  to  build  a  state- 
of-the-art  facility  to  explore  the  past,  in 
a  riverfront  setting  that  could  be  used  to 
highlight  the  importance  of  waterways 
to  the  development  of  North  Carolina 
and  all  of  early  America. 

A  combination  of  private  and  public 
sources  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  site, 
and  a  team  of  nationally  known  archi- 
tects and  planners  was  engaged  to  create 
an  institutional  master  plan  with  partic- 
ular emphasis  on  a  new  facility  on  the 
riverfront.  The  result  was  the  North 
Carolina  History  Education  Center,  an 
extraordinary  new  concept  aimed  at 
making  history  accessible,  relevant,  and 
fun  for  today's  audiences. 


The  center  will  employ  cutting- 
edge  technology  to  bring  history 
to  life.   Images,  sounds  -  even  smells  - 
will  be  integrated  to  create  a  virtual 
reality  of  yesteryear.  Many  of  the  cen- 
ter's exhibits  will  encourage  hands-on 
activities,  and  most  will  be  interactive, 
soliciting  visitor  participation  in  imag- 
inative ways. 

The  center  will  contain  two  muse- 
ums -  the  Pepsi  Family  Center,  with 
its  focus  on  life  in  the  early  18th  cen- 
tury, and  a  regional  history  museum 
built  as  concentric  circles  with  New 
Bern  in  the  center  at  the  time  of 
European  settlement.  As  you  move  out 
from  the  center,  you  experience  the 
interrelationships  of  events  over  time 
and  space. 


Visitors  to  the  Pepsi  Family  Center  will  be  able  to  experience  life  as  it 
was  lived  in  New  Bern  during  the  1 8th  century. 


While  the  museums  and  other 
exhibits  in  the  center  will  expand  visi- 
tor knowledge  of  the  past,  the  essence  of 
the  Tryon  Palace  experience  will  remain 
a  visit  to  the  historic  buildings  and 
grounds.  Accordingly,  the  new  center 
will  focus  on  preparing  visitors  for  their 
touring  of  the  historic  complex,  then 
helping  them  to  reflect  on  the  meaning 
of  these  experiences  and  perhaps  save 
some  of  these  reflections  for  future 
study. 

A  variety  of  introductory  films  will 
be  available  for  initial  orientation. 
Next,  in  the  "outfitting"  area  visitors 
may  sign  on  for  a  handheld  computer 
to  use  as  they  tour  the  historic  com- 
plex. These  highly  portable  devices 
will  serve  as  personal  tour  guides,  ref- 
erence librarians,  way-finders,  cameras 
and  notebooks. 

The  possibilities  of  these  palm-sized 
devices  are  enormous,  but  two  are  par- 
ticularly significant.   First,  the  com- 


puters will  give  visitors  instant  access 
to  Palace  databases.  These  digitized 
encyclopedias,  currently  under  con- 
struction, will  contain  information  on 
the  collections  -  buildings  and 
grounds  and  their  contents  -  and  on 
the  people  whose  stories  unfolded 
here.  Personal  access  will  let  visitors 
determine  how  much,  or  how  little, 
they  want  to  learn  about  a  particular 
time  of  place. 

The  computers  can  also  be  pro- 
grammed to  provide  tours  from  a  partic- 
ular point  of  view.  How,  for  example, 
might  a  19th  century  enslaved  African 
view  the  historic  complex?  This  ability 
to  see  the  same  places  through  very 
different  eyes  has  obvious  educational 
benefits.  It  also  offers  a  fresh  point-of- 
view  for  returning  visitors  and 
encourages  repeat  visits,  which  increase 
both  visitor  appreciation  and  Palace 
revenues. 

continued  on  page  1 0 
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October  7 


Movie 

The  Mission 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Jeremy  Irons  plays  a  Spanish  Jesuit  who 
goes  into  the  South  American  wilderness  to 
build  a  mission  in  the  hope  of  converting  the 
Indians  of  the  region.  Robert  DeNiro  plays 
a  converted  slave  hunter  who  joins  Irons  in 
his  mission.  When  Spain  sells  the  colony  to 
Portugal,  they  are  forced  to  defend  all  they 
have  built  against  Portuguese  aggressors . 


October  10-12 

Special  Event 
MumFest  2003 

Friday  through  Sunday.  Gardens  open 
free  to  the  public;  interior  tours  at  reg- 
ular price. 

Our  gardens  will  be  ablaze  with  thousands 
of  chrysanthemums  for  this  citywide  cele- 
bration .  The  festival  also  features  crafts , 
rides,  gaynes,  and  family  entertainment  in 
New  Bern's  historic  downtown.  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  co-spon- 
sors MumFest  2003  with  the  City  of  New 
Bern  and  Swiss  Bear  Inc. 

October  1 0 

Lecture 

In  the  Footsteps  of  George 
Washington 


Friday,  2  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Bill  Clotworthy,  author  of  several  books  on 
historic  presidential  sites,  will  speak  about 
the  early  career  of  George  Washington  and 
the  experiences  that  formed  the  father  of  our 
country.  The  lecture  will  include  informa- 
tion on  Washington's  visit  to  New  Bern  in 
1791 .  Afterward,  the  speaker  will  sign 
copies  of  his  new  book  on  Washington's  life. 

October  1 1 

Garden  Lecture 

Plants  and  Design  — 
Putting  It  Together 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

Our  special  MumFest  lecture  features 
Tryon  Palace  Gardener  Eva  O'Steen,  who 
will  explain  how  to  plan  arid  design  eye- 
catching gardens  to  fit  any  theme  and  style. 

October  1 8 

Saturday  Sampler 

A  Closer  Look  at  Furniture  — 
The  Good,  the  Bad,  and  the  Ugly 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  Meet  in  Visitor 
Center.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders and  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Curator  of  Collections  Nancy  Richards  will 
help  workshop  participants  to  examine  sev- 
eral unique  pieces  of  furniture  in  the  Tryon 
Palace  collection.  Space  is  limited  and 
reservations  required.  Call  (252)514-4935 
to  reserve  a  spot. 

October  1 9 

Walking  Tour 

African  American 

Historic  Downtown  Walking  Tour 

Sunday,  2  p.m.  Meet  in  the  Visitor 
Center.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders and  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends. 


Learn  about  300  years  of  African 
American  history  on  a  walking  tour  of  New 
Berns  historic  district.  Tour  lasts  approxi- 
mately 90  minutes  and  covers  16  blocks. 


October  21-23 

Home  School  Days 

Tuesday  through  Thursday,  9  a.m.  to 
3:30  p.m.  $8  for  students,  $12  for  adults 
(tickets  valid  2  consecutive  days).  Space 
is  limited  and  prepayment  is  required; 
call  (252)  514-4935  to  register. 

Home-school  families  enjoy  hands-on  activ- 
ities and  take-home  projects ,  as  well  as 
tours  of  the  Palace  and  three  other  historic 
homes  in  this  expanded  version  of  our  pop- 
ular Fall  home  school  event.  Bring  your 
picnic  lunch  and  spend  time  in  the  past. 
Activities  are  designed  for  school-age  chil- 
dren; some  activities  have  a  minimum  age 
requirement. 


November  4 

Movie 

The  Red  Badge  of  Courage 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

During  the  Civil  War,  a  young  man  enthu- 
siastically joins  the  Union  army  thirsting  to 
find  glory  and  honor,  but  his  first  battle 
opens  his  eyes  to  the  reality  of  how 
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un-glorious  and  dishonorable  war  really  is . 
Starring  Audie  Murphy  and  Bill  Mauldin. 


November  8 

Garden  Lecture 

Airlie  Gardens  —  The  Rain  Garden 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Thomas  Herrera-Mishler,  director  of  gar- 
dens at  Airlie  Gardens  in  Wilmington ,  will 
lead  us  on  an  armchair  tour  of  Airlie 's 
renowned  Rain  Garden . 


November  15 

Special  Holiday  Event 

Tryon  Palace  Christmas  Design 
Demonstration 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Linda  Stancill,  Tryon  Palace's  floral  design- 
er extraordinaire,  will  demonstrate  how  to 
create  simple  and  lavish  Christmas 
decorations  for  your  own  "palace." 


November  16 

Walking  Tour 

African  American 

Historic  Downtown  Walking  Tour 

Sunday,  2  p.m.  Meet  in  the  Visitor 
Center.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders and  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Learn  about  300  years  of  African 
American  history  on  a  walking  tour  of  New 
Bern's  historic  district.  This  tour  lasts 
approximately  90  minutes  and  covers 
16  blocks. 


November  20 

Lecture 

Runaway  Slaves  in  New  Bern 

Thursday,  7  p.m.  Tryon  Palace 
Auditorium.  Free. 

Back  by  popular  demand,  Dr.  Freddie 
Parker,  professor  of  history  at  North 
Carolina  Central  University,  returns  to 
speak  again  about  runaway  slaves  in  late 
1 8th-  and  early  19th-century  New  Bern. 
The  lecture  is  part  of  an  ongoing  joint  lec- 
ture series  sponsored  by  Tryon  Palace 
Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  and  the  James 
City  Historical  Society. 


November  26- 
December  28 

Holiday  Celebration  2003 

Daytime  Holiday  Tours 

Daily,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.;  Sundays,  1  to  4 
p.m.  Adults  $15,  students  (grades  1- 
12)  $6. 

AH  decked  out  in  holiday  finery,  Tryon 
Palace  and  its  historic  homes  welcome  visi- 
tors to  two  centuries  of  American 
Christmas  traditions. 

November  27 

Thanksgiving 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
is  closed  for  the  holiday! 


November  29 

Walking  Tour 

Holiday  Decoration 

Saturday,  2  p.m.  (weather  permitting). 
Meet  in  the  Visitor  Center.  A  special 
event  open  to  all  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders at  no  extra  charge. 

Gardener  Eva  O'Steen  leads  an  outdoor 
walking  tour  of  Tryon  Palace .  She  will  dis- 
cuss the  designs  used  for  each  building  and 
the  history  behind  the  desigris  as  well  as 
offering  tips  on  how  to  design  such  creations 
yourself.  Be  sure  to  bring  a  pen  and  notepad 
for  some  great  ideas. 
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The  Homecoming 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

This  made-for-TV  movie  was  the  pilot  for 
the  popular  series  "The  Waltons."  The 
Walton  family  is  about  to  celebrate  another 
Christmas  during  the  Depression.  Amidst  a 
family  crisis ,  John-Boy  tells  his  siblings 
about  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas. 


December  6 

Walking  Tour 

Holiday  Decoration 

Saturday,  2  p.m.  (weather  permitting). 
Meet  in  the  Visitor  Center.  A  special 
event  open  to  all  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders at  no  extra  charge. 

Gardener  Eva  O'Steen  will  guide  you  on  an 
outdoor  tour  walking  tour  of  Tryon  Palace. 
She  will  discuss  the  designs  used  for  each 
building  and  the  history  behind  the  designs  as 
well  as  offering  tips  on  how  to  design  such 
creations  yourself.  Be  sure  to  bring  a  pen 
and  notepad  for  some  great  ideas . 
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December  6-7 


Christmas  Marketplace 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  and 
Sunday,  1  to  5  p.m.  Hollister  House. 
$4  admission  or  free  to  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  Council  of  Friends 
members.  Sponsored  by  the  Tryon 
Place  Museum  Shops. 

Enjoy  the  best  of  North  Carolina  museum 
store  shopping  brought  together  to  feature 
crafts ,  holiday  decorations ,  and  other  great 
gift-giving  finds  from  our  own  Tryon  Palace 
Shops  and  other  historic  sites'  museum 
shops.  Door  prizes,  food  tastings,  and 
demonstrations  of  craft-making  and  holiday 
decorating  ideas  are  all  part  of  the  fun. 


December  13 

Walking  Tour 

Holiday  Decoration 

Saturday,  2  p.m.  (weather  permitting) 
Meet  in  the  Visitor  Center.  A  special 
event  open  to  all  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders at  no  extra  charge. 

Gardener  Eva  O'Steen  will  guide  you  on 
an  outdoor  walking  tour  of  Tryon  Palace. 
She  will  discuss  the  designs  used  for  each 
building  and  the  history  behind  the  designs 
as  well  as  offering  tips  on  how  to  design 
such  creations  yourself.  Be  sure  to  bring  a 
pen  and  notepad  for  some  great  ideas. 


December  13-14 

Special  Christmas  Tours 

Daytime  tours  Saturday,  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  and  Sunday,  1  to  5  p.m. 
Candlelight  tours  Saturday,  5  to  9  p.m. 
Admission  charged. 

Tour  decorated  first  floor  rooms  of  Tryon 
Palace ,  the  Kitchen  Office ,  and  our  historic 
homes .  Visit  the  Civil  War  camp  to  capture 
the  spirit  of  a  wartime  Christmas ,  and 
enjoy  our  holiday  music  and  entertainment. 

December  13 

jonkonnu  Celebration 

Saturday,  2  p.m.,  6  p.m.  and  8  p.m. 
Free. 

Costumed  singers,  dancers  and  musicians  re- 
create an  African-American  yuletide  tradi- 
tion unique  to  eastern  North  Carolina.    As 
the  festive  procession  winds  from  house  to 
house,  it  brings  to  life  a  1 9th  century  blend 
of  African,  Caribbean  and  English  customs. 

December  20-21 

Special  Christmas  Tours 

Daytime  tours  Saturday,  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  and  Sunday,  1  to  5  p.m. 
Candlelight  tours  Saturday,  5  to  9  p.m. 
Admission  charged. 

Tour  decorated  first  floor  rooms  of  Tryon 
Palace ,  the  Kitchen  Office ,  and  our  historic 
homes .  Visit  the  Civil  War  camp  to  capture 
the  spirit  of  a  wartime  Christmas,  and 
enjoy  our  holiday  music  and  entertainment. 


December  20 

Jonkonnu  Celebration 

Saturday,  2  p.m.,  6  p.m.  and  8  p.m. 
Free. 

Costumed  singers ,  dancers  and  musicians 
re-create  an  African-American  yuletide  tra- 
dition unique  to  eastern  North  Carolina. 
As  the  festive  procession  winds  from  house 
to  house,  it  brings  to  life  a  19th  century 
blend  of  African,  Caribbean  and  English 
customs. 

December  22 

Day  Camp 

Tryon  Palace  Christmas  Camp 

Monday,  9  a.m.  to  noon.  Meet  in 
Visitor  Center.  $20.  Limited  to  20 
campers.  Call  Craven  County 
Recreation  and  Parks  at  636-6606  for 
reservations. 

A  holiday  camp  for  ages  9-12  featuring 
tours  of  historic  buildings  decorated  for 
Christmas ,  activities  in  the  Civil  War 
Encampment,  and  festive  crafts  workshops 
to  make  Victorian  Christmas  ornaments. 


December  24-26 

Season's  Greetings 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  is  closed  for  the  holidays! 
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Major  Changes  Ahead  for  Tryon  Palace's  Famed  Entrance  Avenue 


B;y  Dwayne  W.  Pickett  and  Dean  Knight 

In  her  progress  report  about  the 
restoration  of  Tryon  Palace, 
Gertrude  Carraway,  Tryon  Palace's 
first  director,  wrote,  "Two 
rows  of  oak  trees  have 
been  planted  by  the  main 
driveway."  That  was  in 
1958,  and  today  those 
Darlington  Oaks,  whose 
canopy  shades  the 
entrance  avenue,  have 
reached  the  end  of  their 
natural  lifespan.  Plans  are 
currently  under  way  to 
take  down  the  oaks  and 
possibly  replace  them  with 
new  trees  as  part  of  Tryon 
Palace's  overall  reinterpre- 
tation  initiative. 

When  the  Palace  and 
its  grounds  were  being 
restored  during  the  1950s, 
it  appears  that  there  was 
no  plan  in  place  to  plant 
trees  along  the  entrance 
avenue  until  shortly 
before  the  opening  of  the 
Palace  in  1959.  In  1955 
there  was  an  executive 
committee  meeting  which 
focused  on  landscaping  the 
Palace  grounds.  There  was 
division  between  those  who  wanted  to 
make  certain  the  grounds  were  histori- 
cally accurate  and  those  who  desired 
the  grounds  to  be  merely  aesthetically 
pleasing.  A  compromise  was  placed 
forth  to  combine  the  two  general  con- 
cepts by  planting  formal  gardens  at  the 
east  and  west  boundaries,  keeping  the 
front  and  back  of  the  Palace  free  of 
plantings.  Therefore,  by  1955,  no  plan 
was  in  place  to  plant  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Palace  where  the  entrance 
avenue  is  located. 

At  a  1956  meeting  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Commission,  the  first  tentative 
design  for  the  Palace  gardens  was  pre- 
sented. Later  that  year  the  garden 
committee  raised  the  question  of 


which  plant  materials  to  use. 
Landscape  designer  Morley  Williams 
suggested  broad-leaf  evergreens,  which 
were  similar  to  indigenous  plants  in 


The  Darlington  Oak  trees  leading  to  Tryon  Palace ,  planted  in 
the  late  1 950s ,  have  reached  the  end  of  their  lifespan . 


southern  England.  A  year  later,  in  a 
13-page  report,  Carraway  wrote,  "Trees 
will  be  planted  later."  That  report  did 
not  refer  to  any  landscaping  north  of 
the  Palace  and  did  not  make  clear 
where  those  trees  would  be  planted  or 
what  variety  would  be  used. 

During  a  special  garden  committee 
meeting  in  1957,  Morley  Williams 
reported  that  he  had  located  a  number 
of  yaupon  bushes  that  would  be  suit- 
able for  the  entrance  avenue.  He  asked 
permission  to  purchase  these  bushes, 
but  since  he  could  not  provide  the 
committee  with  an  exact  number,  his 
request  was  denied.  It  appears 
Williams  did  not  have  a  landscape 
design  for  the  north  area  of  the  Palace 


sufficiently  developed  to  allow  him  to 
count  the  number  plantings  needed  for 
the  entrance  avenue.  He  was  asked  to 
develop  such  a  plan  immediately.  He 

agreed  to  do  this  and  stat- 
ed, "The  selection  of  the 
plant  material  would 
depend  largely  on  what 
might  be  found  avail- 
able." Again  this  suggests 
that  no  specific  plan 
existed  at  this  time  to 
plant  Darlington  oaks 
along  the  entrance 
avenue  to  the  Palace. 

At  a  Tryon  Palace 
Commission  meeting  in 
1958,  updates  on  projects 
for  the  public  opening  of 
the  Palace  were  discussed. 
Again,  there  was  no  men- 
tion of  oak  trees  along  the 
entrance  avenue.  However, 
by  1958  Darlington  Oaks 
were  planted,  as  stated  by 
Carraway  in  her  progress 
report.  These  oaks  appear  to 
have  been  an  afterthought 
based  on  what  plant  materi- 
al was  available. 
At  that  time  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  research 
into  what  the  entrance 
avenue  originally  looked  like.  As  the 
oaks  are  reaching  the  end  of  their  nat- 
ural lifespan,  additional  historical  and 
archaeological  research  is  attempting 
to  answer  questions  about  the  configu- 
ration of  the  entrance  avenue  in  the 
18th  century  and  what  species  of  tree, 
if  any,  lined  the  approach  to  the 
Palace.  The  results  of  this  research  will 
be  one  factor  in  determining  the  future 
look  of  the  entrance  avenue.  But  the 
investigations  are  not  stopping  there. 
As  part  of  a  larger  initiative  to  reinter- 
pret Tryon  Palace  and  its  landscape, 
other  areas  in  and  around  the  Palace 
are  currently  being  studied  in  order  to 
interpret  the  site  more  accurately  to 
the  public.  4 
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As  the  Holiday  Season  Nears,  We're  Looking  for  a  Few  Extra  Helpers 


Got  a  knack  for  holiday  decorating? 
A  special  interest  in  helping  chil- 
dren to  learn?  Those  are  just  a  few  of 
the  needs  North  Carolina's  first  capitol 
is  looking  to  fill  with  volunteers  in  the 
months  ahead. 

A  complete  list  of  the  areas  for 
which  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  6k 
Gardens  is  currently  recruiting  volun- 
teers follows.  Contact  Volunteer  Co- 
ordinator Fran  Campbell  at  (800)  767- 
1560  if  you'd  like  to  find  out  more 
information  about  any  of  these  volun- 
teer opportunities: 

New  Bern  Academy  Guides  to  staff 
the  Academy  museum  Monday 
through  Saturday  afternoons;  guide 


training  is  provided. 

Leaders  for  African  American 
Historic  Downtown  Walking  Tours, 
which  are  held  the  third  Sunday  of 
every  month  and  on  other  occasions 
by  appointment. 

Gate  admission  counters  during 
New  Bern's  MumFest  2003  Oct.  10- 
12;  morning  and  afternoon  shifts  are 
available. 

Crowd  control  monitors  and 
greeters  during  the  annual  Ghost 
Walk  Oct.  24  and  25;  Ghost  Walk  is 
an  evening  event. 

Group  leaders  for  school  tours  of 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
throughout  the  autumn  months. 


Christmas  decorators  to  help  us  get 
North  Carolina's  first  capitol  all 
decked  out  for  the  holidays. 
Decorating  will  take  place  Nov.  20-23. 

Friendly  greeters,  hosts  and  host- 
esses who  will  welcome  visitors  and 
dispense  cider  and  cookies  to  holiday 
visitors  the  weekends  of  Dec.  13-14 
and  Dec.  20-21,  when  Tryon  Palace's 
holiday  crowds  are  at  their  greatest. 

Digital  photographers  to  take  pic- 
tures of  the  plants  in  our  gardens  for 
posting  on  our  web  site  and  on  com- 
puters in  our  Visitor  Center. 

Adult  leaders  for  various  children's 
activities  and  crafts.  ♦ 


Bright  Future 

Continued  from  page  5 


On  returning  to  the  center  from  the 
historic  complex,  visitors  may  choose  to 
email  home  pictures  and  notes  captured 
on  their  computers.  In  the  "resolution" 
area  they  will  be  invited  to  leave  behind 
some  of  their  impressions  on  digital 
walls  containing  visitor  thoughts. 


Creating  the  North  Carolina  History 
Education  Center  will  require  a 
major  investment  of  resources.  The 
project  is  expected  to  cost  about  $40 
million,  and  a  campaign  to  raise  these 
funds  is  in  its  early  stages.  Like  the 
Tryon  Palace  restoration  in  the  mid- 
20th  century,  this  is  a  private-public 
partnership.  To  date  just  over  $8  mil- 
lion has  been  committed,  including 
pledges  totaling  $2.  6  million  from  100 
percent  of  the  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Commission  and  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends  Board. 

The  campaign  is  called  Making 
History:  Crafting  the  Next  Great  Era 
of  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
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Cutting-edge 
technology 
will  be  used 
to  make 
history 
relevant  for 
2 1st  century 
visitors  to  the 
North 
Carolina 
History 
Education 
Center. 


Gardens.  In  addition  to  creating  the 
North  Carolina  History  Education 
Center,  it  includes  a  $6  million  goal 
for  reprogramming  and  refurbishing 
the  historic  complex  and  $4  million 
for  endowment.  The  completion  target 
is  2009,  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Restoration  and  just 
ahead  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  New  Bern  in  1710. 


It  is  an  ambitious  and  demanding 
undertaking  of  an  unprecedented  scale 
for  North  Carolina's  Historic  Sites.  But 
it  is  being  driven  by  an  unprecedented 
challenge:  to  re-engage  ourselves  in  our 
history  so  that  we  may  bring  the  wis- 
dom of  hindsight  to  charting  our  future. 

NANCY  MANSFIELD  is  the  develop- 
ment  officer  at  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites 
&  Gardens .  ♦ 
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News    From 


Our   Friends 


Many  thanks  to  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends  members 
Anita  and  Jim  English,  who 
hosted  a  wine-and-cheese  reception  in 
their  home  for  members  who  live  in 
New  Bern's  Fairfield  Harbor  communi- 
ty. A  large  and  enthusiastic  group  of 
guests  attended  this  delightful  event 
on  Aug.  26  and  discussed  plans  for 
forming  an  affiliate  chapter  of  the 
Council  of  Friends  in  Fairfield  Harbor. 

Plans  are  also  under  way  to  form  a 
Council  of  Friends  affiliate  chapter  far- 
ther west  in  North  Carolina's  Triangle 
area,  much  the  same  as  we  did  in 
Greensboro.  Members  Joe  Zaytoun, 
Tom  Norris,  and  Laura  Urich  are 
spearheading  the  efforts  to  recruit  new 
members  in  Durham,  Orange,  and 
Wake  counties. 


The  Council  of  Friends  will  host  its 
annual  members'  holiday  party  from  5 
to  8  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  10.  This 
is  always  a  very  festive  and  well-attend- 
ed event,  and  we  look  forward  to  cele- 
brating the  season  with  our  members. 

Also  during  the  Christmas  season, 
the  Council  of  Friends  will  once  again 
serve  hot  cider  and  cookies  to  all 
guests  during  Tryon  Palace's  Christmas 
Candlelight  Tours  on  Dec.  13  and 


Dec.  20.   We  will  be  in  the  carriage 
bay  of  the  Palace  Stables,  so  please 
stop  by  and  visit. 


Are  you  searching  for  a  Christmas 
"present"  for  the  person  who  has 
everything?  How  about  giving  them  a 
"past"  instead?  A  gift  membership  in 
the  Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends 
will  give  the  recipient  an  opportunity 
to  explore  the  rich  historical  past  of 
North  Carolina's  first  capitol,  and  the 
organization  will  be  able  to  increase 
support  for  Palace  programming.   For 
more  information,  contact  Council  of 
Friends  co-ordinator  Karen  O'Connell 
at  (800)  767-1560,  or  by  email  at 
koconnell@tryonpalace.org.  And  don't 
forget  to  "shop"  early. 


The  Tryon  Palace  Council  of 
Friends  welcomes  the  following  new 
members  who  have  joined  since  May 
15,2003: 

Supporter 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radford  Reel,  New  Bern 

Backer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Bailie,  New 
Bern 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Morris,  Jr., 

Raleigh 
Associate 

Lester  D.  Brown  Jr.,  Nashville 
Capt.  Herbert  O.  Burton,  New  Bern 
Vivian  Chapman,  Newport 
Jeremy  Clos,  Cary 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  L.  Collier  II,  New 

Bern 
Willard  G.  Crain  Jr.,  Vanceboro 
Jane  Dagnon,  New  Bern 
Cynthia  S.  Delaney,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alan  Horton,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Art  Langrish, 

Grimesland 
Mrs.  Don  Maisack,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dougald  W.  McLaurin, 

Nashville 
Sue  Moody,  Goldsboro 
Doris  L.  Moser,  New  Bern 
Deborah  Norton,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Oster,  New  Bern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  W.  Porter  Jr.,  New 

Bern 
Leland  W  Robinson,  New  Bern 
Laura  B.  Urich,  Raleigh 
Mr.  David  Wronko,  New  Bern 
Student 

Colin  David  Bilichka,  New  Bern 
Sean  Bilichka,  New  Bern 
Michele  Cole,  New  Bern 
Chris  Honaker,  Havelock 
Carl  Nelson  Jones  II,  New  Bern 


New  Combo  Ticket  Available  for  2004  Homes  Tour 


History  lovers  who  like  to  make 
an  annual  trek  to  New  Bern  for 
Tryon  Palace's  Gardener's  Weekend 
and  the  New  Bern  Spring  Homes, 
Gardens  and  Arts  Tour  each  spring 
will  find  something  totally  new  in 
store  when  those  events  take  place 
the  first  weekend  in  April  of  2004- 

For  the  first  time  ever,  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  6k  Gardens  will 
join  with  the  New  Bern  Historical 
Society  and  the  New  Bern 
Preservation  Foundation  to  offer  a 
new  discounted  combination  ticket 


that  will  allow  visitors  to  enjoy  both 
the  homes  tour  and  everything  Tryon 
Palace  has  to  offer  as  well. 

The  new  Tryon  Palace-Homes  Tour 
combo  ticket  will  cost  $25.  That's  a 
savings  of  $5  off  of  what  visitors  would 
pay  to  buy  separate  tickets  for  each  of 
those  attractions. 

The  2004  spring  homes  tour  is  set 
for  April  2  and  3.  Tryon  Palace's 
Gardeners'  Weekend  will  take  place 
April  2-4. 

Combo  tickets  will  be  available  in 
March  from  the  New  Bern 


Preservation  Foundation  and  the 
New  Bern  Historical  Society  as 
well  as  at  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens  the  weekend  of 
the  homes  tour.  Those  who'd  like 
to  pre-order  gift  certificates  for  the 
combo  tickets  in  advance  for  holi- 
day gift-giving  season  can  do  so  by 
calling  the  New  Bern  Historical 
Society  at  (252)  638-8558  or  by 
mailing  a  check  for  $25  per  combo 
ticket  to  the  historical  society  at 
PO  Box  207,  New  Bern,  NC 
28565. 
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New    In 


The    Shops 


Fall's 


BUNnDANCM 


Come  in  and  he  inspired  hy  our  abun- 
dance of  colorful  and  seasonal  items 
Wonderful  holiday  cloisonne  ornaments, 
boxes,  and  keepsakes  will  decorate  your 
seasonal  table  and  tree.   Fruit, 
pinecones,  acorns,  leaves,  and  even  the 
traditional  pineapple  all  make  affordable 
gifts  at  $12.  Larger  pieces  are  also  avail- 
able for  under  $30.  Or  may  we  suggest 
setting  off  a  glorious  table  this  fall  with 
our  new  serving  pieces  and  tureens  ? 


Gardener's 
Retreat 


True  cottage  birdhouses  and  feeders  bring  color  to 
your  garden.   These  well-made,  weather  resist- 
ant, and  richly  detailed  houses  will  make  terrific  gifts 
and  memorable  focal  points  for  your  fall  gardens. 
Prices  range  from  $60  to  $95  for  the  large  houses 
shown.   Birdhouse  ornaments  are  available  too  in  all 
the  primary  colors  for  only  $8. 
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